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Belle (Amma Asante, 2014; 90 minutes)

Writer: Misan Sagay
Producers: Damian Jones, Albert Sharpe
Cinematography: Ben Smithard
Editor: Victoria Boydell and Pia Di Ciaula
Production Design: Simon Bowles

Costume Design: Anushia Nieradzik

Set Decoration: Tina Jones

Original score: Rachel Portman

Abstract (from box cover):

Belle is inspired by the true story of Dido Elizabeth Belle (Gugu Mbatha-Raw), the illegitimate mixed race daughter of a Royal Navy Captain. Raised by her aristocratic great-uncle Lord Mansfield (Tom Wilkinson) and his wife (Emily Watson), Belle's lineage affords her certain privileges, yet the color of her skin prevents her from fully participating in the traditions of her social standing. Left to wonder if she will ever find love, Belle falls for an idealistic young vicar's son bent on change who, with her help, shapes Lord Mansfield's role as Lord Chief Justice to end slavery in England.
Cast:

Dido Elizabeth Belle (Gugu Mbatha-Raw)

Lady Mansfield (Emily Watson)

Lord Mansfield (Tom Wilkinson)

Elizabeth Murray (Sarah Gadon)

Lady Ashford (Miranda Richardson)


Oliver Ashford (James Norton)

James Ashford (Tom Felton)

Captain Sir John Lindsay (Matthew Goode)

Young Dido (Lauren Julien-Box)

Young Elizabeth (Cara Jenkins)

Poor Woman (Natasha Williams)

Harry (Alan McKenna)

Lady Mary Murray (Penelope Wilton)


Wimbridge (Timothy Walker)

John Davinier (Sam Reid)

Zoffany (David Gant) 

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How is Asante using costume drama in conjunction with her post-colonial theme in Belle? Does it differ from its use in Chocolat, Girlhood, etc., and if so, how?

2.  How does Belle compare to Daughter Rite? When Night is Falling? Other films we’ve studied this term? Discuss examples from the films that compare and contrast the approaches of each film—keeping in mind this week's readings regarding a female spectatorship that is inflected by gender, race, and lesbian sexuality.

3.  How do The Watermelon Woman and Belle compare as sites of black female spectatorship? Or of lesbian spectatorship? Find examples from the films to support your points.
